Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.168; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.6.
In the crystal structure of the title compound, C 18 H 14 N 4 , the molecule assumes 1 site symmetry with the centroid of the benzene ring located on the inversion center. The molecule is almost flat, with a dihedral angle of 2.70 (9) between the pyridine and benzene rings.
Related literature
For the synthesis, see: D'Alelio et al. (1967) . Terephthaldehyde condenses directly with 2-aminopyridine to form 4-(bis(2pyridylamino)methyl)benzaldehyde; see: Zhu et al. (2003) . Data collection: RAPID-AUTO (Rigaku, 1998) ; cell refinement: RAPID-AUTO; data reduction: CrystalClear (Rigaku/MSC, 2002) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: X-SEED (Barbour, 2001) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2009 ). 
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Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.93 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U(H) set to 1.2U(C). Fig. 1 . Thermal ellipsoid plot (Barbour, 2001) of the title compound at the 50% probability level; hydrogen atoms are drawn as spheres of arbitrary radius. 
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